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rnent of monopoly in this case; and that the tax
would fall far less on the foreigner than on the colliery-
owners and exporters, and therefore would ultimately
be felt by the miners. Mr. James Lowther did not
like an export duty, but was consoled by Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach's conviction that the foreigner would
pay it. " This is a great advance, for the Chancellor
of the Exchequer has always been regarded as the
foreigner's friend." " If the foreigner," he shrewdly
added, " is found to pay this duty it will continue " ;
if not " it will have to go and at no very distant date."
The northern ports of Europe were the export mar-
kets on which we could rely, and there a not incon-
siderable German competition was to be met. Sir
Edward Grey, who argued forcibly against the tax,
pointed to the danger of retaliation if the foreigner
was affected by the tax. The shipping industry, as
Mr. Charles Wilson and Mr. Kussell Eea stated,
would be hit, because it had been the course of trade
to take out coal and bring back cargoes which were
the basis of our industries. The latter member
further observed that the " free and cheap import of
food stuffs was governed by the export of coal because
it was the only article of bulk and weight with which
we could load ships outward bound." Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach had spoken of a possible check in the
export of coal on a " not unmixed evil to the country
as a whole" in view of the possible approaching
exhaustion of some portions of the coalfields. This
argument was developed by a subsequent speaker,
The Welsh steam coal was not an ordinary product,
but " our special gift and almost our only asset"
especially in case of naval warfare. Foreign nations